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finds out. 


A NEW STUDENT'S EXPERIENCE. 


He is in a state of mind peculiarly open to 
any personal influence which may be exerted 
upon him. He is a stranger and is lonely. He 
desires companionship and he will have it— 
good, bad. or indifferent—anything but this 
unendurable loneliness. His selection of com- 
panionship does not depend so much upon 
himself as upon the character of the men with 
whom he is first thrown. -What kind of men 
will they be ? 

He has not been in college three days before 
he is sought out by a warm-hearted fellow, 
who gives him a hand-grasp which sends a 
tingle all through him, and contrives in a dozen 
ingenious ways to make himself agreeable, 
gain the stranger's confidence and friendship, 
and unite him to himself by a tie which will 
bind the two together for all coming time. He 
finds out whether the new comer is a Christian. 
He may or may not bluntly ask him; dut he 
He invites him to attend the meet- 
ing ‘‘ which the fellows hold to-morrow night,” 
tells him ‘‘to make himself at home there,” 
‘* join the Young Men’s Christian Association,” 

come out and show his colors,” and “let the 
fellows know where he stands.”’ All this is said 
in away which is the farthest removed from 
cant or formality. How does it strike the new 
man? ‘‘Attend the meeting?” Of course he will. 
* Join the Association?” Certainly; he'll join 
anything. He is in college for the purpose of 
joining things. All this may seem somewhat 
off-hand, somewhat unsanctimonious, and so 
it is; but the older student accomplishes his 
purpose. The new comer is gained. The 
time for the meeting arrives and he is there and 
others are there. The kind of work which 
brought him has been done in every room in 
college, and nearly every student is on hand. 
The meeting opens with a hymn. It is nota 
long one, or, if long, only part of it is sung. 
It’s one of the very hymns they sang in prayer 


meeting the week he left home; and if the 
page of the book is blurred for a minute, and 
the home-sickness gives his heart a wrench, it 
is a sickness ‘‘ not unto death.” It makes his 
heart very tender, and when the leader of the 
meeting reads something about Him wao left 
His home and spent years among men, without 
a place to lay His head, his heart is drawn into 
closer sympathy with that of the Young Man 
of Nazareth than ever before; and when some- 
body leads in prayer, and asks the Lord for 
just the things he needs, and asks so earnestly 
that the Lord and everybody else can’t help 
being convinced of his sincerity, our new 
student thinks he never enjoyed prayer so 
well in his life, Another hymn is sung, and 
then ‘‘the meeting is open for remarks,” and 
the new students are particularly invited to 
take part. And they do take part, one after 
another in quick succession. They don’t make 
speeches; they don’t occupy much time. They 
couldn’t do that if they tried. They simply 
make a point and sit down. Will our student 
speak? He didn’t expect to; he never has 
spoken in meeting in his life, but here the 
fellows talk in such a familiar, off-hand way, 
just as they talk about college matters, that he 
can’t help speaking, and he says in very few 
words: ‘‘ Fellows, I haven’t felt as much at 
home since I left home, and I just want to say 
that I’m in with you in this thing, and I want 
it understood that I’m on the Lord’s side, and 
I want to join the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, and be an active Christian.” That 
speech didn’t take a half minute, but upon it 
his whole college life hinged. 


This is the way scores and hundreds of 
college boys are received and helped in their 
college life by the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. This is the way the cause of 
Christ is promoted among a class of men who 
are going to do more for Christ or against Him 
than any other class of men living. 
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IS PUBLISHED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 


oF 


YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 


All communications for the CoLtece BULLETIN 
should be addressed to 


L. D. WISHARD, College Secretary, 
Cor. 2d St. and Fourth Av., New York. 





Tue issue of the CoLLEGE BULLETIN for 
1883-84 begins with the October number. The 
employment of this agency of inter-collegiate 
communication during the last five years, has 
shown it to be indispensable to the work. It 
will be published monthly, and in accordance 
with past usage, its issue will expire with the 
April number. We call special attention to 
this, because some Corresponding Secretaries, 
in sending orders, have subscribed for the 
BULLETIN until the close of the college year. 
Let it be clearly understood that seven numbers 
of the BuLuerr, including the present one, 
will be issued this college year. 

The greatly increased membership of the 170 
College Associations, which approximates 10, 
000 students, renders the gratuitous distribu- 
tion of the BULLETIN beyond the abil'ty of the 
Committee; but the following terms will enable 
each Association to secure the number v hich 
it desires at very small expense. 

We will send, postpaid, a package of 


10 copies for 10 cents each month. 
25 — oa 


+O “ 25 


Will each Corresponding Secretary call the 
attention of his Association to this matter at 
once, and inform the College Secretary how 
many copies the Association will require. 

Small sums may be enclosed in silver or 
postage stamps. Amounts over one dollar 
should be sent by check, postal order or 
registered letter. 





We 





Don’t defer the thorough reorganization of 
the Christian work of the college until the 
literary work has received its full attention. 
The two things do not conflict. 
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THE new college year opens with the bright- 
est prospects for unprecedented activity in 
Christian work. Local committees are busily 
at work, new members are coming in, classes 
for Bible study are being formed, programmes 
of missionary meetings are taking shape, and, 
best of all, new students are accepting Christ. 


Ww 





Tue Pennsylvania convention was well at- 
tended by college boys, and the work earnestly 
considered. Let every college be represented 
at its state convention. Remember, the dele- 
gations are not limited in number as at the 
international convention ; send as many students 
as can be excused. 


VW 


Don’t be one whit less agressive and practi- 
‘al in advancing the interests of Christian 
work than are those students who are chiefly 
entrusted with the promotion of athletic and 
fraternity interests. 





Ws 





Last year over 1500 students professed 
faith in Christ in connection with the College 
Association work. The gladness we feel in 
contemplating this wonderful result does not 
banish altogether the feeling of sorrow which 
comes as we think of the more than 30,000 
students who reached the end of the college 
year unconverted, and far less liable to accept 
the Saviour than at the beginning of the year, 
every day of rejection only increasing their 
hardness of heart. So, while we rejoice, we 
will not relax our efforts, but forgetting even 
the victories behind us, we will press on to the 
realization of our very highest purpose,— 
Every student of every college for Christ. 


——I. 





CHRISTIAN WORK BY ENGLISH UNI- 
VERSITY STUDENTS. 

AN English paper furnishes some cheering 
facts concerning Christian work at the univer 
sities of Oxford and Cambridge. At each a 
daily prayer meeting is successfully carried on, 
while in some of the colleges an evening meet- 
ing also is held. College Bible readings on 
the Lord’s day are becoming general, and some 
monthly missionary meetings are also held at 
which missionaries speak, and missionary 
topics are discussed. Many of the under- 
graduates engage in Sunday School teaching, 
and in district visiting under the superintend- 
ence of clergymen and others who gladly 
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accept their aid. On Sunday evenings it is 
not uncommon to see university men holding 
open air services. And earnest workers often 
visit the lodging houses of the parish of St. 
Thomas, Oxford, which are frequented by 
the indigent poor. 

During the vacation the same spirit has not 
flagged. In children’s services at the seashore 
valuable help has been afforded by students; 
and in the north of England some Cambridge 
under-graduates have been holding a parochial 
mission, and others have been busy in various 
districts in Christian work. 

Ws 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 
YOUNG MEN. 
THE second week in 


DAY AND 


November has for 
many years been observed as a season of prayer 
for young men and Young Men’s Christian 
Associations throughout the world. The time 
is aptly chosen, as it marks the beginning of 
the winter’s work. The observance of this 
season has always been attended and followed 
with excellent results. There is certainly an 
intense inspiration in such a prayer meeting, 
numbering as it does its tens of thousands, 
praying in many different languages for God’s 
help in a common work and a work of the 
greatest moment—the salvation of two hun- 
dred and fifty million young men. 

The number of College Associations which 
The Com- 
mittee takes this early opportunity of urging 
its observance upon all, 


observe this season is increasing. 


If it is impossible to 
hold daily meetings throughout the week, 
arrange, without fail, for a special meeting on 
Sunday, November 11th. Some member of 
the Association should make a short statement 
at the meeting concerning the world-wide 
extent of the work, and another should briefly 
speak of the growth and results of the inter- 
collegiate work. Very little time, however, 


should be consumed in speaking, only enough 
to prepare the members for intelligent prayer. 
The meeting is intended to be one of prayer, 
and such it should be. 

The following subjects of prayer may be 
suggested: 


First. 
Second. 


The salvation of all young men. 
The Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ition, the agency of the Church in reaching 
this important class. 

Third. The local, State, and International 
Committees and their agents entrusted with 
the executive oversight of this work. 

‘vurth. All students, especially those who 
lave just entered college. 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


If earnest, definite prayers of faith mark 
this season, and those who offer them will also 
offer themselves as instruments to be used in 
their answers, we shall witness such a year of 
work and results as never before has been 
experienced. 

Ws 
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFER- 
ENCE OF STUDENTS. 

THERE were in attendance at the Interna- 
tional Convention of the Associstions at Mil- 
waukee in May last, one hundred and three 
students, representing fifty-three colleges in 
seventeen States and the Dominion of 
Besides their participation in the 
Convention, they held several private sessions 
for the consideration of special phases of work, 
and the transaction of business peculiar to the 
College Associations. 

I. Brete Stupy.—Great emphasis was laid 
upon the importance of maintaining classes 
for such special study of the Word of God as 
will qualify students to deal successfully with 
the unconverted by meeting the objections and 
difficulties which keep them from accepting 
Christ. The sentiment of the Conference was 
that the diligent study of the Word lies at the 
very basis of all successful Christian work. 

II. CoLLEGE YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN 
AssociaTions.—At a special session of the 
Conference Mrs. H. Thane Miller, of Cincin- 
nati, a member of the International Committee 
of Women’s Christian Associations entrusted 
with the organization of this work in co-edu- 
cational and female institutions, called atten- 
tion to the following reasons which make such 
Associations desirable: 

1. The young ladies in college feel a far 
greater responsibility in the work of an organ- 
ization which bears their name, and whose 
sole purpose is their development in Christian 
work. 


Canada, 


2. Many young ladies hesitate to take part 
in mixed assemblies, and unless they have 
separate meetings are left entirely without 
such experience. . 

3. The experience gained in the College 
Young Women’s Association prepares them 
for active codperation with the Women’s 
_Associations after leaving college, and for 
greater usefulness in all departments of church 
work. 

4. The organization of two Associations in 
co-educational institutions doubles the number 
of those upon whom rests special responsibility, 
i.e., it doubles the number of officers and 
committees, 
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5. The existence of two Associations secures 
a healthful, stimulating competition, which is 
the very life of literary societies, and which 
greatly promotes the Christian activity of the 
college. 

The Conference unanimously adopted a 
resolution expressing ‘‘a cordial recognition 
of the vast importance and practical character 
of this movement.” 

Ill. New Constrrution.— The develop- 
ment of the work has made apparent the need 
of a Constitution better adapted to the wants 
of the College Accordingly, 
the Conference recommended a new Constitu- 


Associations. 


tion to the International Committee for adop- 
tion. The inter-collegiate character of the 
work renders it very important that all Associ- 
ations be organized on a uniform plan. 

[V. Greerine FROM THE INTER-SEMINARY 
Missionary ALLIANCE. —This important body, 
composed of the students of a large number 
of theological seminaries, sent a greeting 
through Mr. J. W. Lowry, of Princeton Sem- 
inary, assuring the Inter-Collegiate Organiza 
tion of the sympathy with which the Alliance 
regards the college work, especially because 
The 
Conference expressed hearty appreciation of 
this greeting, and requested the 
International Committee to appoint a represent- 
attend the 


of its promotion of a missionary spirit. 
fraternal 
ative to 
Alliance 

V. Commirree on CORRESPONDENCE.— 


The recommended the appoint- 
ment of committees to issue letters of greeting 


next meeting of the 


Conference 


and counsel as follows: 

1. To the College Associations, 

2. To colleges where Associations have not 
yet been organized, urging their codperation. 

3. To Britain and 
where in Europe, giving an account of the 
Associations in American colleges. 


colleges in Great else- 


$. To colleges located at foreign mission- 
ary stations, assuring their students of the 
prayerful sympathy of the Christian students 
of America, and suggesting such an inter- 
change of correspondence as will strengthen 
them in their new-found faith, and so increase 
the interest of our students in the salvation of 
the young men in heathen lands as will lead 
to a more general turning to the work of 
foreign missions. 

5. To medical colleges, urging a more ex- 
tended organization of work 
among their students. 


Association 


6. To State and general secretaries, assur- 
ing them of our sympathy with the work 


among young men outside of college, suggest 
ing methods by which college students may 
be enlisted by them in the general work and 
especially requesting them to codperate in thi 
work among students in medical, law and com- 
mercial colleges. 

7. To churches and individuals, explaining 
the purpose, methods and results of the inter 
collegiate work, and requesting from them 
such pecuniary aid as is necessary to its suc- 
cessful prosecution. 

VI. Consecration MEETING.—This was 
held on Sunday afternoon, and was character- 
ized by deep spirituality and a determination 
on the part of every student to enter mor 
zealously than ever into the discharge of his 
Christian responsibilities. Consecration and 
Concentration were urged upon every man. 
Such Consecration to Christ as will lead every 
one to be willing to go anywhere at any time to 
do anything for Christ. Such Concentration 
upon the work at hand as will shut out every 
motive, every ambition which does not con 
tribute directly to the full accomplishment ot 
His work. 

From this meeting the delegates went back 
to the ten thousand students whom they re 
presented, determined ‘‘To attempt great 
things for God, and to expect great things 
from God.” 


We 


THe sphere of the student’s activity afte: 


‘ he leaves college will be in the world of facts, 


rather than of theories ; of the present, not 
of the past ; and the Christian worker will not 
reach men so much through their intellects as 
through their sympathies and their common 
sense,—by a knowledge of human nature and 
of actual human experience. Therefore the 
connection of the college organization with the 
general body of the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations, if it isa union not merely of 
name but of interest, will bring the Christian 
men in college into closer sympathy with the 
outside world; will teach them that the gospel 
is not merely a theory of ethics, but the bread 
of life; and, by giving them, while in college 
a clearer view ot the needs of the world, wil! 
tend to modify their ideas about their own 
life-work. In other words, the work of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association is growing 
on its hands; it is doing a work that cannot be 
done from the pulpit, and it calls for the serv 
ices of educated men. And how can the 
claims of this work be better presented to col 
lege men, than by the existence in college of « 
branch of the Association itself ? 





